
Course module description:  

MDE103 In-depth studies in the subject and the environment: Re-

orientation, 5 credits 

Teachers: Sergio Montero bravo 

Influence 

What is an influence? During the course we will examine how theory, activities, things, 

phenomenon, places, environments, landscapes etc. are references that influence a design 

process. In times of climate crisis caused by human activities on the surface of the planet, 

perhaps more than ever professions need to re-evaluate what references influence a practice. 

We will explore this urgency by taking a closer look at methods to work critically and 

practically with how to position a practice around new points of references. Approach to 

influence the design process towards alternative directions. Not only as a proper way of 

writing a thesis or an article, but rather transform references into points of departures that 

influence what, and how you explore through practice-based, artistic design research.  

 

The aim of the course module is to formulate series of investigations around a centerpiece. 

Method to re-orientate your own work and interest in the subject, experimenting with 

references and multiple perspectives as influence. Applying one or several layers of 

references through a series of articulated and concrete explorations and iterations.  

 

Expected outcomes of the course module is an exhibition format that does the work  of a 

cartography, communicating the re-orientation of your work, and specific interest in Spatial 

Design. Presenting a series of reference studies, showing how these influence the making and 

the centerpiece, through sketches, drawings and physical models, as well as a story of 50 

to100 words.  

  

The first week of the Re-orientations course module is structured around discussions and 

experiments on the notion of influence and points of references, and an assignment where you 

choose a centerpiece to investigate through a series of influences articulated in a research 

project description, assignment 1. Engaging practically with making skills to re-orientate the 

design process towards new directions and explore preparation, replicating, completing, 

imitating, discontinuing or appropriating, assignment 2. The second week, the re-orientations 

course module engages fully with a research week that is organized between and across 

departments at Konstfack. During the research week each student documents and reflects on 

his or her engagement in workshops, lectures and seminars, assignment 3. During the final 

week, design investigations (assignment 2) continues and we conclude the module in an 

exhibition. On Canvas you will find a schedule and information about assignments, and the 

research week connected to the course. 

  



Course literature  

- Carpo, Mario, Topos, “Stereotype, Cliché, Clone”, in Under the Influence, ed. A. Miljacki 

(SA+P Press: Cambridge, 2014), p 30-39 

- Jacob, Sam, “Doppelgänger”, in Under the Influence, ed. A. Miljacki (SA+P Press: 

Cambridge, 2014), p 86-91 

- Lawrence, Amanda Reeser, “Sterling Seeing Again”, in Under the Influence, ed. A. Miljacki 

(SA+P Press: Cambridge, 2014), p 103-109 

 Nonobligatory: 

- Bloom, Harold, the Introduction in The Anxiety of Influence: A Theory of Poetry (London: 

Oxford University Press, 1973) p 5-15 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