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COURSE MODULE DESCRIPTION 

Utforskning 3 / Explorations 3 (16 credits) and Utblick / Outlooks (9 credits) 

 

Responsible teachers: Kristina Fridh (examiner), Thomas Paltiel. 
 
Participating teachers: Björn Ehrlemark and Carin Kallenberg (Arkitekturens grannar) and Petra Lilja 
(elective courses). 

 

General 

Design methods learnt during the year will now be deeper studied and tested in a project that 
involves the complexity of the real world. Each project will be developed in dialogue with an external 
part and is likely to include a range of conflicting demands. Yet, at the same time as we are working 
with these hands-on issues, we will continue to engage in disciplinary research and strengthen 
bridges between theory and practice. 

 

Learning outcomes 

Module Explorations 3: 

Upon successful completion of the module, the student shall be able to: 

 - demonstrate knowledge and understanding within the field of design, including both broad 
knowledge in the field and in-depth knowledge in areas of the field, 

 - demonstrate the ability to pose research-related questions in the field of design and/or 
architecture/interior architecture, 

 - demonstrate in-depth familiarity with methods and processes for managing complex phenomena, 
issues and situations in the field, 

 - demonstrate the ability to create and realize their own artistic ideas with well-developed personal 
expression, to independently identify, formulate and with appropriate methods perform advanced 
artistic tasks within specified time limits, 

 - demonstrate the ability to clearly present and discuss their activities and artistic issues in dialogue 
with different groups, orally, in writing or in some other way, in both national and international 
contexts, and 



 - demonstrate knowledge and understanding, skills and ability as well as judgement and approach, 
and relate these to their individual study plan, their Atlas (academic portfolio) and the elective 
course. 

 

Module Outlooks 

Upon successful completion of the module, the student shall be able to: 

 - demonstrate familiarity with theories, methods, techniques and processes for exploring complex 
phenomena, issues and situations in the environment in which design and/or architecture/interior 
architecture operate, 

 - demonstrate the skills and knowledge required to work independently in a professional 
environment, 

 - make evaluations with respect to relevant artistic, societal and ethical aspects, and 

- demonstrate in-depth insight into the possibilities and relevance of societal processes in design and 
architecture/interior architecture. 

 

Course structure and teaching methods 
 
The course consists of two modules that run in parallel: Explorations 3 and Outlooks. Explorations 3 is 
the investigations, experiments, tests and proposals involved in a design process, and the making of 
drawings, models, prototypes and full-scale works. As stated in the course plan, the project shall 
have a high degree of complexity. Outlooks is the design process becoming a design project where 
you engage with a perspective in the subject of spatial design negotiating your designs with 
collaborations or commissioners outside of Konstfack at the same time as you reflect on your own 
practice. During the semester, this engagement includes the dialogue with a project specific external 
part such as an organization that acts as a client in the project, a commissioner or a specific 
manufacturing industry. The work with an external part and a project requires flexibility as 
preconditions might become subject of sudden changes. Nonetheless, the project also requires a 
great level of rigour – you are still in academia and during the project you shall critically question our 
work in relation to learning outcomes, and to the relevance of the work for the discipline at large. 
 
The project starts with a revisit to the individual study plan, outlined in the application for the Spatial 
Design program. What were you interested exploring when you started at Konstfack? Have your 
perspectives changed? Which scales, materials and contexts are you interested in exploring further? 
With the individual interest as a point of departure, during the first weeks, each student shall 
formulate a project through a project description/plan, drawings, models, images etc. Methods and 
approaches will be tested in a project that also in a second phase (Outlooks) involves the complexity 
of the real world, where you develop the project in dialogue with an external part. The research you 
have developed once you meet the external part for the first time will be an important basis for your 
project. 



The course includes library instruction in information searching with focus on the student’s individual 
project through the library at Konstfack. 
 
Within Explorations 3, there will be an elective course for two weeks where students from the Spatial 
Design master’s programme and from the Individual Study Plan in Design master’s programme mix in 
two classes that run in parallel. 
 
Within Outlooks , each student will make an interview with a spatial practitioner or a furniture 
designer. The interview shall focus on different perspectives on the professional role. Brought 
together, the interviews made by the students will form a compendium that serves as a starting 
point for a discussion on the current state of our profession and on how design practices of today are 
formed, in what contexts they act, and what they are aiming at. 
 
In addition, students new to Konstfack will undertake an introduction course in the metal workshop. 

 

Examination 

The course uses the grades Fail (U) or Pass (G). There will continuously be examinations during 
mandatory supervision dates and presentations. At the end of the course, students present a final 
exhibition of their work, oral and/or written presentations and a written report, reflecting on the 
process and the relevance of the work in relation to their interest, their practice and the profession. 
The final course examination is at the end of week 22 presented through an exhibition format and a 
submission of a portfolio that describes Explorations 3 and Outlooks, including a short summary in 
text that outlines theme, method and outcome. The portfolio should be uploaded in CANVAS no later 
than the 22nd of May. 

 

Grade criteria 

To be approved and pass the course the student shall: 

 - present a final work in an exhibition with high artistic quality, 

 - present applied artistic methods in the design process in a portfolio format, 

 - show the ability to use a perspective as a driving force in design decisions, 

 - show an ability to reflect on the work and on the work’s relevance in an essay, 

 - show engagement in joint discussions, seminars and presentations, and 

 - be active in conversations on the student’s individual process during tutorials. 

 

 



Course literature and other teaching aids 

In the module course Explorations 3, the students learn to search for own references related to their 
individual projects. 

 

Schedule 

The course starts on the 10th of February and the final presentations will be on the 1st and 2nd of June. 
Other dates, see calendar in Canvas. 

 
Contact 
 
Kristina Fridh, Kristina.Fridh@konstfack.se and Thomas Paltiel, Thomas.Paltiel@konstfack.se. 
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