
WHAT’S NEXT: Crafting futures - on material ethics of tomorrow.

"We are taking 21st-century challenges, evaluating them with 20th-century ideas, 
and responding with 19th-century tools." 
Madeleine Albright, US former secretary of state, 2013

Within this year's overarching theme of sustainability, we will dive deep into a 
critical reflection of what we consider precious materials today and how they might 
change position in the future. What new materials will constitute our making within 
the coming decades? What will be considered sustainable, ethical and valuable 
substances to be shaping our world of tomorrow? 
 
The earth's surface has been mined for millennia in a quest for resources to fulfil the 
demands of production. Deforestation and burning rainforests, islands of plastic in 
our oceans are just the beginning of an end of material culture as we know it.
We are entering a new phase, where above-ground scavenging will out-perform 
and out-value digging below the surface for raw materials. A time in which the 
sourcing of materials will change were set standards and certifications will have to 
be re-examed, challenged and re-created.
 
In this coming week, we will investigate and take note of materials today, their 
position and role in our making, while approaching visions of the future. We strive 
to discover the idea of preciousness, value and ethics within material sourcing and 
position in society. 
We will reflect on the social, economic, territorial, and geopolitical forces that 
underpin the very materials we use on a daily bases today. This will ground our 
ideas towards what will need to make way to shift towards more sustainable visions 
of the future. We will formulate notes to your future self - while new questions will 
surface within our own practice that will accompany us in the following quests. Into 
the future, we are consciously creating as makers. 
 
STEP 1: MAPPING & INVESTIGATION: The world we want to live in

We will start as a group afford to map out the various materials used in the field of 
Corpus & Jewellery. We will identify their properties and mark their idea of 
preciousness from the field's perspective. Within 5 groups (students should mix 
throughout classes), we will then investigate why these materials were regarded as 
precious and how they sit within our field as makers. 

You will be introduced to the bases of future thinking as tool of the 21st century - to 
respond to its very problems. Within an activity of speed dating the future we will 



connect materials of today with aspects of social, economical, geopolitical, 
environmental shifts. We will start to explore ideas of potential future materials in 
response to these findings.
 
We will explore precious materials from the "past", look at plant and animal rights 
of tomorrow and expand our network to reach out to experts from various field. This 
research will be shared with all students. The goal is to create a material library of 
tomorrow that will be the baseline for further manifestations on sustainability and 
ethics for your own practice in the future. 
 
STEP 2: SUSTAINABLE: Its complex system(s) and different faces

With Mikael Lindström, we will try to increase the scale and depth of our thinking. 
He will join us for a day of lecture and questions. As a material scientist, he works 
not only at the forefront of innovation with his research. Beyond the creation of new 
sustainable materials, he is a forward thinker in the field of sustainable systems and 
societal shifts that need to take place to move into a more sustainable future. 
 
STEP 3: NEXT UP: Future materials - beyond the map within our field

We will have the chance to visit the material lab of RISE - the Swedish state-owned 
institute that is housing several research facilities in different fields. Guided by 
Tiffany Abitbol we will have the chance to look at newly invented sustainable 
materials, their quality and our impression of them. We will reflect on the future of 
material values, perception, properties and possibilities. These newly developed 
materials will offer new perspectives and help us to situate those in connection to 
our own thinking of substances of the future. 

STEP 4: FROM WHER I'M STANDING - A FRIDAY FOR FUTURE: Personal reflection 
- a manifest to my future self

Within concluding part of the week, we will reflect on our own ethical positioning.
You will be asked to manifest (in making and or text) your personal ethical 
guidelines. A reflection on where you are positioning yourself today towards what 
maker you want to be in the future. What potential material choices will you make 
as part of your "future practise". A manifestation for you as a maker to remind 
yourself - this is the sustainable, ethical way I want to work with materials as a 
craftsman/woman. Today. Towards a more sustainable future tomorrow.  



Schedule WEEK 44 - S5/S6: 
Monday 28th, Bettina, Magnus & Simon
(Room S6)
9:00 - 10:00 Some thoughts on the future 
10:00- 10:15 Formation of groups
15 min group coffee
10:30 - 12:00 Material mapping - a status quo
13:00 - 14:30 Speed-dating the future
14:30 - 16:00 Envisioning the future of a chosen material
16:30 - 17:30 Status Report

Tuesday 29th, Bettina, Mikael  
(Room S6)
9:30 - 10:30 Lecture and Q&A Mikael Lindström
11:00 - 12:00 Group tutorial
13:00 - 14:30 Group tutorial
15:00 - 16:30 Presentation Group-work

Wednesday 30th, Bettina, Tiffany
9:30 gathering at T-bana Tekniska högskolan (red line 14) exit towards KTH 
10:00 - 12:00 Visit to RISE  With Tiffany Abitbol (time might change slightly)
13:00 - 14:00 Kick off Phase 2 
14:00 onwards individual work

Thursday 31st, Bettina, Simon
9:00 - 13:00 Individual tutoring 

Friday 1st of November, Bettina, Karo
(Seminarigatan)
9:30 - 16:00 Presentation of Manifestations


