
Course outline and objectives Open Studio / Process och Metodik
April 6th - 24th BA1 14th - 24th BA2

There is a crack in everything. 
That’s how the light gets in. Leonard Cohen

Traditionally the focus of the Open Studio (Process och Metodik) has a continuous core - 
exploring the work and presentations of others helping you to reflect on your own practice. 
This years focus area will be on “virtual, physical and the imaginary space in-between” 
responding to the current situation we are experiencing.
 
We will explore perception and reflection as the foundation for our own creation. Given the 
current circumstances and the ongoing struggle for cultural workers to deal with a new 
virtual spaces we need to occupy - we will investigate and discuss the potential and 
limitations of working in a digital vs a physical realm. As creators of any kind of artistic work 
(be it in the field of craft or other) we are always relating and relying on how our work gets 
perceived by visitors, spectators, users, lovers, haters, in passing, in owning, in consuming, 
in savouring…

The experience of our body of work and all that constitutes it has to become part of our 
creative act - growing to be as much body of work as the actual piece or project. 
It can become genuinely enriching to allow thoughts of presentation or representation to be 
part of your creative process- being able to anticipate, steer and direct and even curate 
feelings, attention and space. 
But how do these elements change now being translated into the virtual space? What is 
present and what gets lost? Do expectations change and how do performances adjust to 
the changed situation or just stay the same?

Within this short course, we will reflect on peoples modes of presentation, be it through 
performance, all sorts of media or form of display. Restricted by the limitations of the 
current situation - relating to work from a distance and perceiving it through a screen - we 
will be exploring many aspects including placement, light, expectations and the setting of 
them, additionally given material and so on we will learn about our own personal preference 
as well as understand “what has worked, how and why.”
We will together understand the “given” objectives and criteria that constitutes a series of 
presentations (in this case presentations of Craft MA and BA Students). 
Given these “constraints” we will experience presentations of your peers, responding/
keeping in mind a series of questions analysing their means of presentations as well as 
documented exhibition while reflecting on personal preference, expectations and set-up. 

We will analyse why some presentations “work” better than others and what bias or 
preference shapes our own personal taste all given the lenses of the virtual space.



The course will be comprised in two parts

- OBSERVE/REFLECT: We structure and discuss our reflections, we will look at aspects 
observed in the MA Exams and add further notes of the BA exam presentations.

- TRY OUTS/EXPERIMENTS: We will experiment with physical and virtual tools of storytelling 
to explore the means of new presentation frameworks. 

Part 1 - OBSERVE/REFLECT 
A list of compiled questions could be helpful when reflecting on the BA / MA exams you 
experienced. Please document your thoughts & feelings beyond these questions, take 
screenshots and collect associations. Feel free to add questions if you feel something is 
missing. 

The Physical

Who was presenting?
How was the set-up? (What room, light, information given, title, what was given 
to me beforehand?Any restrictions you realised are given?)
What was presented?
How was it presented?
What did I like about it on a small scale? What on a larger scale?
What was problematic?

The Virtual

Audience
How did you feel during the presentation?
Did you feel present while still being invisible?
Did you think about the other people with you in the experience?
Did you stay through the full presentation or did you start doing other things? 
What did cause your attention to drop?
Did you get dressed to attend knowing you would be invisible? Would it have 
changed sth in your attention?

How were transitions, breaks, introductions?
Did the chosen media (slides, film, … ) give you enough information btw the 
“right kind” of information?

The imaginary

How could you imagine you would have felt  in the room? 
Could you imagine the exhibition based on the 2 Dimensional presentation?
Did you get a “feel” for it?
How were my expectations set?
Were my expectations met?
What alterations would I suggest?



SCHEDULE Week 15 (Mainly for BA 1): 

Mon 6th Introduction to Open Studio BA1 (BA 2 welcome but optional)
9:55 - 14:25 MA presentations (see schedule attached)
15:00 - 16:30 Introduction Open Studio (Zoom)

Tue 7th of April: MA PRESENTATIONS
9:50 - 15:40 MA presentations (see schedule)

17:00 - 18:30 Virtual Opening at ArkDes through e-flux 
https://arkdes.se/en/arkdes_kalender/vernissage-asmr-weird-sensation-feels-good-boxen/

Wed 8th of April: MA PRESENTATIONS
9:55 - 14:25 MA presentations (see schedule)

Thu 9th of April: MA PRESENTATIONS Notes organisations
Preparing Key-learnings, observations and thoughts

Fri 10 th of April: EASTER BREAK

SCHEDULE Week 16: 

Mo 13 nd of April: EASTER BREAK

Tue 14 th of April: Let’s talk about it
10:00 - 10:30 Recap of Intro for all
10:30 - 12:00 Discussion 

13:00 - 14:30 Lecture: On Storytelling, the digital & physical 
Introduction of Assignment

Wed 15th of April: INDIVIDUAL WORK

Thu 16th of April: 
10:00 - 11:00 Check in - how is it going 
11:00 - 12:00 Lecture: What you see is what you get?

Fri 17th of April: INDIVIDUAL WORK

SCHEDULE Week 17: 

Mo 20th of April: INDIVIDUAL TUTORIALS
9:30 - 15:00 Individual tutoring

Tue 21th of April: INDIVIDUAL WORK

Wed 22th of April: Presentation of experiments
9:00 - 13:00 Brief presentations of outcome 

Thu 23th of April: BA PRESENTATIONS
Time TBA 

Fre 24th of April: BA PRESENTATIONS

https://arkdes.se/en/arkdes_kalender/vernissage-asmr-weird-sensation-feels-good-boxen/


Time TBA 

Please note: ZOOM links will be sent out shortly before meetings. 

EXAM REQUIREMENTS AND OUTCOME: 

Each student is obliged to attend the MA and BA presentations running during the period of 
the process och metodik / open studio course. These will be accompanied by various 
inspirational lectures and input. Attendance is obligatory btw. Absence needs to be notified. 
You are asked to document through any means of media aspects of the presentations of 
your peers (writing, drawing, screenshots) to aid the discussion. 

In the second part, we will explore means of presenting in a virtual space through an 
assignment given to you on the 14th of April. The small experimentation will be presented on 
the 22nd of April. 

FINAL HANDIN: 

Documentation of presentations, as well as your experiments, will be one part of your final 
hand-in. A cohesive reflection on lessons learned and critical aspects you took away during 
the course will be the second part of the assessment. These can be conveyed as a 
collection of drawings, photographs, wiring … Whatever means you choose that suit you 
best to compile a go-to archive of checkpoints for your own coming presentations and 
representations. The document should not exceed 15 pages and can be a selection.  
 


