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Public, What Public? - New Landscapes of Consumption 
Course: Introduction and broadening of perspective, 30 credits (Modules. RG10 Orientations 12 credits + RG11 
Explorations 1 12 credits + RG12 Ekplorations 2 6 credits 
Teachers: Tor Lindstrand (responsible teacher) + guests 
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Background 
  
Parallel to the western cultural history of the built environment, flows a story about the private and 
the public. These categories, mutually dependent on each other, are essential to understand key 
concepts such as power, ideology and space. All the way from the Greek notion of the agora to the 
way contemporary cities are being planned, organized and constructed. Ideas of private and public, 
and their relationship, underpins the construction of our world. Traditionally the interior belongs to 
the realm of the private, but with the industrial revolution, capitalism, modernism and democracy the 
categories of private and public were challenged. With public institutions and public infrastructure 
came the public interior, and with the development of late capitalism also the interiorization of the 
public. Today we can observe how these categories are becoming more and more diffused into each 
other, the classic borders between private and public are increasingly put into question, both on a 



global scale through the continuing growth of urbanity, but also in our everyday lives through the 
ubiquitous presence of technology. This year we will study, analyze and critically examine these 
phenomenas and develop concepts, designs and proposals that points towards the future.  
 
Assignment 

“Protect me from what I want” – Jenny Holzer 1984 

The city has always been a site for buying, selling and consuming goods. From the old markets where 
farmers outside the city borders could sell their produce to shops and services, department stores, 
shopping malls and whole interconnected and branded city districts. It is almost impossible to imagine 
the contemporary city without understanding the fundamental impact of shopping. The interiors of 
shopping have expanded and at the same time becoming more and more sophisticated. Today 
shopping as we have come to know it is being challenged by new technologies and new ways of 
distribution. What will happen to the interiors of shopping in this new landscape and what new 
functions, roles and behaviors could we imagine following this transformation? The course will be 
divided into three connected but individual part. Orientation; together you will study the history of 
interior shopping spaces with examples taken from history and all over the world, and in what way 
new technologies, materials and methods have informed and changed the way we imagine, build and 
use interiors. We will map, examine, reference and discuss contemporary examples in order to 
contextualize and create a background for your individual projects. We will further focus on 
understanding the local context of the Stockholm metropolitan area, both its historic context, but also 
some of the ongoing processes that are either on the drawing board or being under construction. 
Exploration 1,2: In this part you will individually define an interest within this large field of studies. This 
will reflect your own personal interest and it will test your abilities to make concepts, develop 
methods and techniques to present and communicate your ideas through models, drawings, text, 
images and more. The first exploration is thought to be focused more towards creating an idea and 
making a proposal, making new knowledge through the process of design. The second exploration is 
about placing a proposal within a context. Here you will learn design by responding to a space outside 
of school. You will make a proposal that works as an extension, intervention or addition inserted it into 
an existing environment.   
  
Method 
  
The course will be divided into individual assignments and group activities. You will all work within the 
same field, but at the same time develop your own interests and modes of making. In this way all 
individual work feeds into the general knowledge provided by everyone. Rather than seeing the 
course as a competition between individuals, the ambition is instead to encourage an atmosphere of 
learning and sharing together, were each individual work feeds into a collective research through 
seminars, lectures and group discussions. Commerce and consumption are currently much contested 
and heated topics up for discussion, not least in relation to questions about social justice, climate 
change and the future of the planet. It is impossible to ignore how much consumption are at the core 
of our global society. This course is about addressing these questions and what implications it has for 
the role of designers and architects. 
  
Hand-in 
  
You will present your individual project in front of invited guest critics. Since you will develop your own 
projects, each student is responsible to find a method of presentation that clearly communicates the 
project. Something that will be discussed and developed in tutorials and pin-up presentations.      
 



Schedule 
  
There will be weekly individual tutorials and group activities in the form of pin-ups, lectures, seminars 
and study visits. 
 
w. 37 
11 Sep 9-12 for the students not participating in the wood workshop with Inger B. We meet in the studio for 
individual portfolio talks. Bring your portfolio. (Studio) 
13 Sep 9-12 Portfolio talks continue. (Studio) 
w. 38 
18 Sep 09-16 Individual tutorials or portfolio talks 
20 Sep 09-12 Individual tutorials or portfolio talks (Studio) 
20 Sep 13-15 Film screening and discussion  (S6) 
w. 39 
25 Sep 09-16 Individual tutorials (Studio) 
27 Sep 09-12 Individual tutorials (Studio) 
27 Sep 13-15 Lecture TL (S7) 
w. 40 
2 Oct 09-16 Individual tutorials (Studio) 
4 Oct 9-12 Individual tutorials (Studio) 
4 Oct 13-16 Seminar (Svarta Havet) 
w. 41 
9 Oct 09-16 Individual tutorials (Studio) 
11 Oct 09-12 Individual tutorials (Studio) 
11 Oct 13-16 Pin-Up (S5, S8, S9) 
w. 42 
16 Oct 09-16 Individual tutorials (Studio) 
18 Oct 09-12 Individual tutorials (Studio) 
18 Oct 13-16 Seminar (S3) 
19 Oct 14-16: New technologies and the future of mankind/ Pontus Strimling, Institutet för Framtidsstudier 
(Svarta havet) 
w. 43 
23 Oct 09-16 Individual tutorials (Studio) 
25 Oct 09-16 Midreview (E2) 
26 Oct 14-16: Our role in the era of artificial intelligence/ Danica Kragic Jensfelt (prof KTH) and Jayne 
Svenungsson (Svarta havet) 
w. 44 
30 Oct 09-16 Individual tutorials (Studio) 
01 Nov 09-12 Individual tutorials (Studio) 
01 Nov 13-16 Lecture (E2) 
w. 45 
06 Nov 09-16 Individual tutorials (Studio) 
08 Nov 09-12 Individual tutorials (Studio) 
08 Nov 13-16 Seminar (Svarta Havet) 
9 Nov 14-16: Postdemocracy – threat and/or opportunity? Jonathan Metzger, philosopher (Svarta havet) 
w. 46 
12-16 Nov 09-16 Assemble Workshop (Seminariegatan) 
16 Nov 14-16: Something on genetics/body, maybe Jonna Bornemark on her new book (Svarta havet) 
w. 47 
22 Nov 09-16 Final Review (Seminariegatan) 
23 Nov 09-12 Final Review (Seminariegatan) 
23 Nov 14-16: Are We Human? The Design of the Species. 2 Seconds, 2 Days, 2 Years, 200 Years, 200,000 Years 
with Beatriz Colomina. (Svarta havet) 
 
 


