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COURSE MODULE DESCRIPTION  
In-depth studies in the subject and environment  

Course component: Re-orientations, 5 credits Spring 2017 

Course responsible and examiner: Einar Rodhe 
Teachers: prof. Ulrika Karlsson, Tor Lindstrand and Einar Rodhe 

 

Influence  

“Poetic history, in this book’s argument, is held to be indistinguishable from poetic influence, 
since strong poets make that history by misreading one another, so as to clear imaginative 
space for themselves.” 1  
 
If we were to exchange poetic and poets in the quote above, with interior architecture, 
architectural and architects, this quote might say something about the history of the field or 
the processes of making architecture and interiors.  
 
What is an influence? What does influence do? How are references active in the work of an 
interior architect and furniture designer? During the Re-orientations course module, we will 
take a closer look at methods for design and the more or less active use of references. Not 
only as a proper way of writing a thesis or an article, but how references, influences, points of 
departures etc. are active in the process of making, in developing a practice-based design 
research in the field of interior architecture and furniture design. The aim of the course 
module is through a practice based approach situate your own work in the context of one or 
several specific references in an articulated and concrete way. Expected outcomes of the 
course module is a series of composite drawings or a composite drawing + physical model 
including a 100 word statement about the process.  

The first two weeks of the Re-orientations course module is structured around a text seminar 
on the notion of influence and the use of references, and an assignment where students 
practically engage with precise techniques of misreading, replicating, completing, imitating, 
discontinuing or appropriating. 

The re-orientations course module concludes with a research week that is organized 
between and across departments at Konstfack.  

 

																																																													
1 i Bloom, Harald, the Introduction in The Anxiety of Influence: A Theory of Poetry (London: Oxford 
University Press, 1973) p 5  
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Learning outcomes 
See course syllabus  
 
Entry requirements 
See course syllabus 
 
Course structure and teaching methods  
The course is structured around a set of assignments and will include an introduction lecture, 
a text seminar, tutorials and a final review.  
 
Examination 
The examination is done on the basis of the final hand in and presentation, as well as on the 
students work during the course. 
 
Grade criteria 
The grade is based on:  
- the artistic and technical quality of the student’s work  
- the student’s ability to reflect on the work and on its relation to the discipline in general 
- the student’s participation in joint discussions, text seminar and presentations  
- conversations on the student's individual process during tutorials 
 
Schedule (preliminary) 
 
Monday 15/1   9.00, S6 Course introduction (ER) 
Wednesday 17/1  9.00 Tutorials (ER) 
Thursday: 18/1 13.00, S6 Text seminar Group 1 (ER + UK) 
   15.00, S6 Text seminar Group 2 (ER + UK) 
   18.00 KTH A: Lecture by Bruther 
Tuesday 23/1  9.00 Tutorials (ER) 
Thursday 25/1  9.00 Review (ER + TL) 
Mon. 29/1- Fri 2/2 Konstfack Research Week 
 
Course literature 
 
- Bloom, Harold, the Introduction in The Anxiety of Influence: A Theory of Poetry (London: 
Oxford University Press, 1973) p 5-15   
- Carpo, Mario, Topos, “Stereotype, Cliché, Clone”, in Under the Influence, ed. A. Miljacki 
(SA+P Press: Cambridge, 2014), p 30-39  
- Jacob, Sam, “Doppelgänger”, in Under the Influence, ed. A. Miljacki (SA+P Press: 
Cambridge, 2014), p 86-91 
- Lawrence, Amanda Reeser, “Sterling Seeing Again”, in Under the Influence, ed. A. Miljacki 
(SA+P Press: Cambridge, 2014), p 103-109 
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